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In addition to being the Head of Special
Collections, Ronald Brashear also serves as the
Curator of Science and Technology Rare
Books in the Smithsonian Institution Libraries’
Dibner Library of the History of Science &
Technology. Brashear came to the Smithsonian
in 1998 from the Huntington Library, where he
was Curator of History of Science,
Technology, and Medicine, and Institutional
Archivist for ten years.

Brashear received his B.A. and M.S.
from the University of Louisville and spent
four years at Johns Hopkins University
studying for his Ph.D. in the history of science.
His research interests include the history of
astronomy and he has recently co-authored the
book, Star Struck: One Thousand Years of the
Art and Science of Astronomy (2001) and
contributed articles for History of Astronomy (1997), Instruments of Science (1998),
American National Biography (1999), and the Oxford Companion to United States
History (2001).
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