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 Leslie K. Overstreet came to the 
Smithsonian Institution Libraries in 1980.  She 
worked for 8 years in the anthropology and 
zoology libraries in the National Museum of 
Natural History. Later, she moved to the Special 
Collections Department, where she served as the 
Reference Librarian from 1990 to 1997 in the 
Dibner Library for the History of Science & 
Technology.  In October 1997, she was named 
Curator of Natural History Rare Books and now 
heads the Libraries’ new rare book room, the 
Joseph F. Cullman 3rd Library of Natural 
History. 
 

Overstreet holds a B.A. in English 
literature from Reed College in Portland, Oregon 
and has worked as a teacher and writer/editor. After joining the Libraries, she earned a 
M.L.S. degree in rare-books librarianship from the University of Maryland. 


